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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 4 May on the following motion moved by Ms L. Dalton — 
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech be agreed to — 

To His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, AC, Governor of the State of Western Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency — 
We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament 
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency 
for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Opposition) [12.50 pm]: Madam Speaker, may I start once 
again by congratulating you on your elevation to the role, and also to the member for Forrestfield for his election as 
Deputy Speaker. As we noted on the opening day of Parliament, it is an auspicious moment to have a woman take 
the role for the first time in our Parliament’s history. I would also like to extend my congratulations to the Premier 
and to his newly elected government. Congratulations to those ministers who have taken their place in the cabinet. 
To the members who have taken their place for the first time in this house, also congratulations. It is a privilege that 
few experience to stand and speak on behalf of a constituency and to fight for them and be their voice. There is always 
a sense of renewal and reinvigoration to listen to newly elected members of Parliament outline their aspirations and 
commitment. To those of you who have delivered your first speech, congratulations. I make it a habit to make sure 
that even if I am not in the chamber due to other parliamentary business to read the first speeches of each and every one 
of you. I congratulate those who have already done it, and good luck to those who have it ahead over the coming week. 
I now turn to those members who form the opposition in the Parliament of Western Australia for the next four years. 
Madam Speaker, there is no denying that this election campaign was gruelling for those of us in opposition, but the 
people of Western Australia have spoken, and the government has been handed a significant majority. I have said many 
times that great responsibility accompanies this majority. Complete control of both houses of Parliament demands that 
the government should tread carefully when it comes to significant reforms and be judicious in its application of power. 
The election that delivered this result followed a year like no other—I am sure everyone agrees. The spectre of 
COVID-19 has shadowed our state and our nation, and the world. It has undermined our sense of safety and 
interrupted our daily lives. It has disrupted world trade. Our businesses have flexed and bent to accommodate the 
constantly changing environment. Our families have learnt just how important our schoolteachers are, our medical 
experts have worked tirelessly to respond to an invisible threat, and our community has looked to their leaders to 
work together to keep us together. I am not being dismissive of the result in any way by noting that elections 
contested in such circumstances rarely deliver a change of government, added to which in Western Australia we have 
not seen a change of government after one term since 1974, but there is no doubt that the sheer scale of the swing 
towards Labor is significant and worthy of note. 
The Nationals WA lost two members of the Legislative Assembly and did not attain a sufficient quota to return 
a member to represent the Mining and Pastoral Region to replace outgoing MP Hon Jacqui Boydell. We welcome 
Shane Love, MLA, member for Moore and Deputy Leader of the Opposition; Pete Rundle, MLA, member for Roe; 
and Vince Catania, MLA, member for North West Central, back to the Parliament to continue on their good work. 
I pay tribute to Hon Terry Redman, MLA, the former member for Warren–Blackwood, and Ian Blayney, MLA, 
the former member for Geraldton. Terry was 16 years as a member of Parliament, eight spent in opposition and 
eight in government. He was a leader of the Nationals WA and a minister for eight of those years. He is an individual 
of the greatest integrity and made a significant contribution to our state, in particular as the Minister for Regional 
Development and Minister for Agriculture and Food. On behalf of our National Party team, I congratulate him on 
his remarkable career and contribution to our party and this Parliament, and I wish him and Marie the very best as 
they embark on the next stage of their journey together. 
Mr R.S. Love: Hear, hear! 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Thank you. 

As Terry did not get the opportunity to pay thanks to the people who supported him in his role, I did ask him to 
provide me with some short comments. These come directly from Terry — 

I’d like to thank my Electorate staff Jeanette Trent, Debbie Rice, Julie Ross and Beverley Mulvihill. There 
were many supporters, but special mention to Ed and Carol Valom (Manjimup), Ross and Pam Thornton 
(Denmark). I’d also like to thank the very talented Ministerial team from 2008 to 2017. Finally, thank you 
to Marie my wife, for the sacrifices she made to support me. 
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Ian Blayney came to the Nationals midway through the last term of Parliament. His sincere dedication to his electorate, 
and his thoughtful approach to legislation and the issues that were important to him and his constituency, made 
him a very valuable member of our team. I would like to personally thank Ian and his wife, Barb, and his electorate 
team, for their service to the Parliament and the people of Geraldton. I did the same for Ian, as he also did not get 
the opportunity to make thanks to those who supported him, and he gave me these words — 

I’d like to thank Isabelle Scott who was my electoral officer for the whole time I was a Member (twelve and 
a half years), my wife Barb for her unfailing support and help in the electorate, the lay members of 
both conservative Parties who helped me—in particular Len Carroll, Gordon Thomson, Rod O’Conner, 
Julie Boschetti, Jane Pearse and Natasha Colliver. I’d also like to thank Lachlan Hunter, Shane Love, 
Martin Aldridge, Colin de Grussa and Mia Davies for the extensive help during the last campaign. 

I would like to congratulate our returning MPs in the Legislative Council, Hon Colin de Grussa and Hon Martin Aldridge, 
and welcome James Hayward as he takes on the role as a member for South West Region. James will step into the 
role as Hon Colin Holt steps out and onto new challenges when the forty-first Parliament is sworn in at the end of 
May. I also pay tribute to Hon Jacqui Boydell, who after 30 May will also step out and onto new challenges. Both 
Colin and Jacqui have played a significant role in this Parliament and our party and I wish them the very best as they 
pursue a life away from politics. That is the Nationals WA parliamentary team that we take forward for the next 
four years as a result of this election. We may be small in number, Madam Speaker, but that has never stopped us 
from doing the work we know matters, and it certainly will not now. 

While I have got the time, I would like to acknowledge the Nationals WA team that helped us contest this election—
first and foremost, our candidates. They are the people who stepped up to represent their community. They felt so 
strongly about the direction of our state and the future of their town and region that they were prepared to put their 
lives on hold to contest an election, as we all did in this place. They did this in an election in which it was almost 
certain they would not be forming government. They did it in the midst of a pandemic and at a point in the electoral 
cycle at which the headwinds were strong and we were kicking against the wind, but they understood how 
important it was to have people to fight on, even when the odds were stacked against us. My sincere thanks to 
Delma Baesjou, Codee-Lee Down, Wayne Sanford, Patricia Leake, Rowena Olsen, Millie Hills, Constantin Ortheil, 
Leonie Lemmey, Scott Bourne and Peter Gordon who contested seats in the Legislative Assembly. My thanks to 
Natasha Colliver, Rob Horstman, Steve Blyth, Ian Hanna, Nick Fardell, Lionel Quartermaine, Tony Crook, Kieran 
Dart, Mark Young, Tessa Daly, Louise Kingston and Rod Pfeiffer who formed our Legislative Council team tickets. 

[Interruption.] 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Was that some form of Star Wars Vader situation that I could hear? That is very disconcerting. 

They were a diverse group of people—small business owners, banking executives, pastoralists, a former Australian Idol 
contestant with a seriously impressive musical talent and community connection, a child protection officer, a proud 
Bunuba–Kija woman from Halls Creek, a couple from the mining industry, local government, and a town planner. 
They are all linked with a passion for regional WA, marked by their desire to give back and help their community 
thrive. You have my heartfelt thanks and gratitude and that of our party. 

To Lochie Hunter, our campaign director, and Jack Mallick, our state director, you did an exceptional job in 
challenging circumstances. To our campaign committee, state executive and state council, election years make huge 
calls on our volunteers and their time, and I thank you for your contribution. To Steve Blyth, our immediate past 
president, and Tori Castledine, vice president, thank you for your leadership. To my team in the leader’s office, 
who worked so diligently to support me and our parliamentary team, headed up by Mr Josh Nyman—Josh, you 
have given it your all in whatever role asked of you by our party, rising through the ranks to my chief of staff, but 
maintaining the attitude that nothing was ever beneath you. You have an outstanding work ethic and a keen mind, 
and, most importantly, you believe in our team and what we stand for. Finally, a special mention to Shane Love, 
the Nationals WA deputy leader, thank you for your hard work and support. 

Before I go on, as Leader of the Opposition I do have a little more time to make my thanks. I generally do not get 
a lot of time to thank my electorate in these Address-in-Replies, given the time that we have available. I would like 
to make a personal thankyou to the voters in the electorate of Central Wheatbelt, who have returned me for a third 
time as their local member and for the fourth as a member of Parliament. The electorate stretches from Northam 
to Southern Cross, Boddington to Beacon and Mukinbudin to Kulin and covers more than 100 000 square kilometres. 
In a difficult election, and against the trend, my primary vote increased ever so slightly, resulting in a 60.7 per cent 
two-party preferred result. The Labor Party was the major beneficiary of the almost complete collapse of the 
One Nation vote—minus 9.6 per cent—and the collapse of other minor party votes. 
I acknowledge Rob Forster from the Liberal Party, Michelle Nelson from the Labor Party and the other candidates 
who contested the electorate. Elections are supposed to be a contest of ideas, and I always welcome the challenge 
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of new candidates and their enthusiasm and what they bring to the campaign trail. A huge thanks to my electorate 
office team—Kath Brown, Rhonda Lawrence, Michelle Alvaro and Wendy Chambers—you do amazing work in 
our community and I am so very lucky to work with you all. To my local campaign team and supporters, who are 
led by the amazing Rob Tinetti—there are so many of you, too many to list, but you have my gratitude and you know 
who you are. Last but by no means least, even after 12 years in this place, thank you to my mum and my family. 
My mum has endured two politicians in her life; first my father and now me. She is a loyal, supportive and strong 
woman and I admire her enormously. Her resilience, determination and fierce love of family is ingrained in both 
her daughters. So many speeches in this house speak to family. We make the choice to enter this life and, as 
a consequence, they share us with the public and the people we serve. I am thankful to have my mum and my sister 
and brother-in-law and their two beautiful kids, Harry and Ella, in my life as my number one cheerleaders. 
Madam Acting Speaker, you would have noted that last Thursday, I advised the house that the Nationals WA and 
the Liberal Party have formed an alliance in opposition, which will be known as the National and Liberal Alliance. 
The two parties have not formalised this type of arrangement since 2005, when a coalition in opposition was 
agreed. I offer my sincere thanks to the member for Cottesloe, Dr David Honey, the Leader of the Liberal Party; 
Libby Mettam, the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party; and their team for their genuine engagement to form this new 
partnership. The alliance agreement recognises that although we are two separate parties, we have a common purpose 
and duty to provide effective opposition. I would like to offer some reflection on this arrangement if for no other 
reason than to have it recorded in Hansard for posterity. 
As we enter into this next term of Parliament, I am once again afforded the privilege of leading the Nationals by 
my colleagues in the party and, as a result of the election, I am also the Leader of the Opposition. It is the first time 
that a member of the Nationals WA has held this role since 1947. I take neither role for granted. First, as Leader of 
the Nationals WA, I note it is a party that has been a part of our political landscape here in Western Australia 
since 1913. To mark our 100th year, a book collecting our history was published, a labour of love driven by the inimitable 
Wendy Duncan, the party’s first female president and former member of state Parliament. In the introduction, Wendy 
outlines our origins, musing over the fact that support based on geography has delivered the party considerable 
influence in the Parliaments of Western Australia over the last century. She writes — 

The draw of location rather than the political leaning has delivered supporters from across the political 
spectrum and continual debate on matters that determine where the Party should sit on key issues that 
define left and right in the political spectrum. 

If we go right back to our beginnings, we might understand why. The party’s supporters in the earliest days of our 
formation represented old money, new money and no money. Formed under a tree in Kellerberrin, which is just 
a stone’s throw from where I grew up, this is a party that has adapted and evolved, grown and consolidated but it 
has never lost its purpose. Advocacy for the people who choose to live and work in the country, those who contribute 
significantly to our state and nation’s economy, is a worthy calling and purpose. That task does not change for our 
party, official opposition or not. 
I turn to our role as the opposition. During the time I have been involved with the Nationals WA, I have experienced 
our party in opposition standing alone, in opposition in coalition and in an alliance in both government and opposition. 
It has been a perennial debate for our party—coalition or crossbenches, alliances or standalone? How best do 
we deliver for our constituents? How best do we progress this great state of Western Australia for everyone? There 
is never one answer to this question. It is a mix of circumstance, numbers, personality and political will. In this 
Parliament, with these numbers, with the challenge ahead and with the people who sit beside me, we work together 
with our colleagues. That is our commitment to the people of Western Australia. 
It should surprise no-one that our alliance agreement includes a commitment to royalties for regions. Both the 
Nationals and the Liberal Party agree that the McGowan government manipulated and misused this fund in its 
first four years. We both agree that the integrity of this fund should be returned. We know that this government is 
short-changing the people of regional Western Australia. This government committed to royalties for regions. It 
said the words. It told the public that it supported royalties for regions, yet it has stuffed the fund full of spending 
that is ordinary, everyday government spending and business. That is a disgrace. It is a mark of arrogance that 
government members continue the deceit of claiming that it still exists when it has been stripped bare. 
I have noticed that the government has accused us of creating a city–country divide. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Our party exists to reduce that divide. This alliance exists to reduce that divide, and that is exactly why 
we fight for programs like royalties for regions and why we will fight the government’s electoral reform agenda 
to reduce the number of regional representatives in the Legislative Council. Let me be very clear: the opposition is 
not opposed to sensible reform to address the unusual outcome of the election of a Daylight Saving Party candidate 
in the Mining and Pastoral Region with just a handful of votes, and others have been elected to this Parliament 
like that. We have never been opposed to that. We have participated in committees and contributed to debate that 
considered those very factors in the last term of government. But that is not the issue at hand. The Premier was 
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asked repeatedly before the election in March whether his government would pursue electoral reform, specifically, 
one vote, one value in the Legislative Council. He used weasel words to avoid answering the question again and 
again and again. Pressed by the media specifically on this matter, he said it was “not on our agenda”. On Tuesday, 
9 March, just four days before the state election, the Premier was asked by Dan Mercer of the ABC in Albany that 
exact question. I quote the Premier’s answer — 

“It’s not on our agenda—I’ve answered this question many times … 
… 
“This is just another smokescreen by the Liberals and Nationals. 

You were deceitful then, Premier, and you were disingenuous answering the question we asked yesterday in this 
place—arrogant, in fact. You knew full well that the question we were posing was in relation to one vote, one value. 
You knew full well that the issue is not to do with reform to ensure that we do not have a repeat of the election of 
members with such a low primary vote in the Legislative Council. You knew full well that you misled the people 
of Western Australia before the election. 
We think it is the first of many incidents of overreach that we expect to see from a government that will become drunk 
on the power of its massive majority. The government was always going to do this and it should have come clean 
with the people of Western Australia before the election. The Labor Party holds the mantle of the architect of reducing 
regional representation in this state. In 2008, it abolished country seats and moved them into the city. The Labor Party 
should have taken its reforms to the election. People in regional Western Australia and our state deserved to know 
what its plans were for their representation before the election. It is as simple as that. It should have done the right 
and honourable thing. I am intrigued by the fact that the government has regional members in its cabinet and caucus 
who now will be supporting legislation that will disenfranchise their voters, their constituents. Member for Kalgoorlie, 
member for Pilbara, member for Kimberley, members in the Mining and Pastoral Region and the South West Region, 
you represent some of the most disenfranchised communities and individuals in our state. They are remote from 
decision-makers and government agencies and support and now the plan is to further disenfranchise these people. 
An academic argument of equality fails to recognise the real gaps we see in equitable access to quality health care, 
education and aged care. It fails to recognise the cost of travel in our region and it ignores the fact that many of our 
communities have substandard communications infrastructure. How could reducing the number of representatives 
these people have to advocate for them and raise their issues in this place, this most important place where decisions 
are made, help to reduce these gaps? Why is this the first order of business for a government that has been beset 
by rolling health crises, hotel quarantine management issues, management of the COVID-19 pandemic, housing 
shortages and worker shortages? I do not think that there is an answer the Premier can provide that does not include 
self-interest. This is an ideologically driven academic argument that does not stack up when we look at the size of 
our state and the challenges we face. The Premier can play politics. He can quote the numbers that he quoted in this 
place yesterday and continue that deception and he will win the vote in this chamber and in the Legislative Council. 
The Premier will be remembered in regional Western Australia, just as Mr McGinty is, for decimating regional 
representation. The legacy of the Premier and every regional member of Parliament in this house and the 
Legislative Council will be to make it harder for people living in regional WA to access their member of Parliament 
and raise the issues that we know need to be debated in this important place. That is the case we will make to the 
so-called independent committee of experts. With the exception of Hon Malcolm McCusker, the committee has 
been hand-picked to deliver the outcome that the Premier and the Attorney General want. 
Is the Premier aware of the letter that was signed by Associate Professor Martin Drum, Associate Professor Sarah Murray 
and Professor John Phillimore, sent to MPs outlining the issues that a future state government needed to address in 
relation to electoral reform? Number one on their list was the malapportionment of the Legislative Council. This letter 
was sent to MPs before the election. Our electoral affairs spokesperson at the time, Hon Martin Aldridge, did them 
the courtesy of responding. He ended his correspondence by offering to host any of the co-signatories to spend time 
with him or his colleagues in regional constituencies. He also offered up the views of two other highly qualified 
experts on why some weighting of regional votes in the Legislative Council has merit. I will read those quotes, 
because they are from people with whom members in this chamber will be familiar. The first was from April 2005 
and was a comment made during the debate on the one vote, one value legislation in the Legislative Assembly. It is 
from Professor Greg Craven, executive director of the John Curtin Institute of Public Policy. He was a professor of 
government and constitutional law at the time. He said — 

I would respectfully argue that, once the Lower House of the Parliament is constituted on a more or less 
strict One Vote One Value basis, the case for constituting the Upper House differentially as a Chamber 
where regional interests receive moderately enhanced regional representation, is strong. This follows from 
the necessity to ensure that the diversity of interests contained within the State are adequately reflected 
in Parliament. 
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In the same vein, Dr Harry Phillips, known to many of us in this place, Parliamentary Fellow and Adjunct Professor 
at Edith Cowan University and Curtin University of Technology at the time, also said that in Western Australia, 
the interpretations of the Canadian courts have tended to be used as support of the one vote, one value argument. 
However, the Canadian courts have given thrust to a broader concept of effective representation. The latter provides 
scope for deviation, sometimes substantial, from voter parity. He said that if one sought to do so, he thinks there 
would be scope to argue that in many settings, other factors such as geography have to be considered for effective 
representation to prevail. 
The Premier yesterday refused to rule out rejecting any recommendations that seek to diminish regional representation. 
This government has made up its mind already and is preparing to apply its absolute majority to achieve it. The 
first act of this new Parliament will be to disenfranchise some of the most disenfranchised people in our state. 
Shame on you. 
As the Governor noted in his address to open this Parliament, the beginning of 2021 has been marked by the twin 
natural disasters of the Wooroloo bushfires and ex–tropical cyclone Seroja. We are indeed fortunate that there was 
no loss of life, but there is still real pain being felt in those communities that were impacted. After the immediate 
flurry of activity and media attention passes, there are families, businesses and communities that will take many 
months, if not years, to recover and, sadly, some will choose to leave the communities because the grief and the 
strain is too much. 
I would like to commend all our first responders and emergency service volunteers. You are true heroes in the eyes 
of these communities. The members for Moore and North West Central have been a constant presence in their 
electorates in the aftermath of ex–tropical cyclone Seroja. I have also visited communities in the area that have 
been impacted. Put simply, the impact has been devastating. In the immediate aftermath of Seroja, it brought a sharp 
focus on two issues that our team has long argued needed attention: our communications and the supply of power, 
which became a challenge. I commend the Western Power workers, the crews from the Water Corporation and all 
our other service workers for their efficient and tireless efforts. However, the reality is that if there had been 
a significant flooding event or any major continuing issue in the immediate aftermath, there would have been no 
way to communicate this to the emergency services. People in remote farming communities and even those in the 
towns found it incredibly frustrating and distressing. Unfortunately, this is not a new challenge for regional 
Western Australians. It is the twenty-first century. We talk of technology and the advances that bring us closer 
together. No doubt during the electoral reform debate there will be discussions around improvements in technology 
that will allow us to more effectively represent our constituents, but I can tell members that that gap is still significant. 
Many people living in regional WA are denied opportunities that technology offers—a twenty-first century 
standard telecommunications structure and a twenty-first century power structure—because that connectivity is 
substandard, and it simply is not good enough. 
As the opposition, our focus will be on getting the basics right in this state. With the Treasury coffers awash with 
dollars, it is inexplicable that we seem to have crises on all fronts. Our health system is breaking at the seams, we 
have a housing crisis, homelessness is on the rise, and more and more people are without even the most basic of 
things—a roof to shelter over their head. The housing and social services sectors are at fever pitch calling for 
greater investment, support and understanding for a growing cohort of Western Australians who have never, ever 
needed to reach out for support. There is a massive task at hand for the newly minted Minister for Housing. As we 
sit and listen to member after member in this house talk of their values, which I absolutely agree are genuine, and 
of fairness and equity, I wonder how that correlates with taking action to address the burgeoning social housing 
list, the homelessness crisis and the lack of accommodation for our key workers and government staff support 
workers across our state. These worker shortages are challenges that existed well in advance of COVID-19. Indeed, 
the housing situation existed well in advance of COVID-19 becoming a reality, but it has now been exacerbated 
by closed international borders. 
It is a real challenge when we look at key sectors outside the mining industry. Our agricultural and horticultural 
sectors are reliant on workers. There was a refusal, it seems, in the run-up to the election for any action to be taken 
to try to have a sensible or sustainable approach with the federal government in relation to bringing in workers 
from overseas in a safe manner to ensure that we had the capacity to make sure that our key industries could continue 
to operate. It seemed to fall on deaf ears. I understand that efforts are slowly being made now to try to address that, 
and certainly it is something that we will follow very closely, because in our travels across the state, it is not only 
the constituents who are directly impacted, but also our agricultural sector. Two things drive this state’s economy: 
small business and the agricultural and horticultural sectors, notwithstanding our food security issues and the 
mining sector. We must always keep in mind the workforce availability. Those sectors are crying out for support. 
Four years after the McGowan government swept to power saying that our state’s economy required diversification 
and that it was the government to achieve it, we are still heavily dependent on the fortunes of the mining and resources 
sector. It is a remarkable industry that provides many, many jobs for many, many Western Australians, but it cannot 
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be our only calling card. I think that this government has failed to achieve its own goal that it set at the beginning 
of its term in 2017 to pursue a diversified economy. We are now, more than ever, reliant on the mining sector, at 
both a state and federal level. 
When it comes to major projects like Metronet, the headline act of the McGowan government, the public deserves 
to know whether the government is keeping or breaking its promises. The government does not get a blank cheque 
from the people of Western Australia, no matter how popular the project or the government. The Minister for 
Transport and the Premier; Treasurer should expect these questions. After all, for four years in opposition, the 
Minister for Transport turned up to this place and asked me questions as Minister for Sport and Recreation in 
relation to Perth Stadium along just those same lines. If the government makes claims about completion dates but 
misses them, or if the government promises a station, a railway line or a certain amount of local content, and if the 
government’s costings have blown out, we are here to ask questions on behalf of the Western Australian public, 
because they deserve to know whether the government is spending their hard-earned dollars efficiently.  

Every dollar that blows out on this project is a dollar that we cannot spend rectifying the situation we see emerging 
in our health system, our housing crisis and all the other challenges we will be faced with as we come to the new 
normal in the wake of this pandemic. That is why we will continue to ask questions around Metronet, and we 
will do it without fear or favour. That is not because we do not think that the Perth metropolitan area deserves 
a first-class public transport system; we just think that the promises that have been made need to be upheld and that 
the money that is being spent is spent appropriately. I want to talk about what happens if we get that wrong. It 
means that we have a stranglehold on a budget. In my view, there is nothing more important for a state government 
to turn its mind to than issues of health, and that is where I turn my attention to now. 

We have a minister who has repeatedly refused to utter the word “crisis” about the situation our health system finds 
itself in. It simply defies logic when we look at the situation we face that this is the minister’s view. Let us go through 
the list. Staff shortages were already stretched prior to COVID-19. It was entirely predictable that additional 
pressure would come into the system from a staffing perspective. When people are told to go home and not go to 
work when they are sick, we almost need an entire new staff to come in and be available in health services. We 
have record-breaking ambulance ramping at our tertiary hospitals. Calls from the Australian Medical Association, 
the Australian Nursing Federation, the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine, frontline staff and patients for 
the government to hold a crisis summit were ignored. A total of 21 serious incidents were recorded at Perth Children’s 
Hospital in 15 months, and there was the death of seven-year-old Aishwarya in the emergency department of 
Perth Children’s Hospital. More than 100 mental health workers went on strike in March in an effort to secure more 
funding for child mental health services, along with delays in the completion of the promised step-up, step-down 
facilities in Kalgoorlie and Karratha, ongoing investigations into the toxic culture of Bunbury Hospital after explosive 
claims from the AMA that this is impacting patient care, reports into hotel quarantine that were shrouded in secrecy, 
and recommendations that still have not been put into effect, and we have seen the government dragging its heels 
to implement mandatory vaccinations for staff and security guards working on the front line in hotel quarantine, 
despite being told that this was necessary. 

I am afraid that this is a minister who cannot keep across his brief that is expanding every day. He has been on the 
job for four years. He had the role of shadow Minister for Health. I think there is evidence that there has been 
mismanagement and he has been asleep at the wheel. At the very least, given that this is such an important issue 
for our state, there should be a complete focus by this minister on the health portfolio. The Premier might consider 
relieving the health minister of his other portfolios to allow him to focus on that very important issue. This government 
was elected on a promise to keep Western Australians safe. It was a catchy line for an election year. My questions 
are: Will it deliver? Will it prioritise some of that huge surplus that it has amassed to provide a lifeline to the 
frontline workers we see under distress and upon whom we rely? 

Amendment to Motion 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: I move — 

That the following words be added to the motion — 

but regret to inform His Excellency that the McGowan government has failed the people of 
Western Australia in its mismanagement of the state’s health and hospital system, which is now 
in crisis 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [1.22 pm]: I would like to speak to this worthy 
amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition that states — 

but regret to inform His Excellency that the McGowan government has failed the people of Western Australia 
in its mismanagement of the state’s health and hospital system, which is now in crisis 
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From the outset, I will be speaking about a range of different issues facing the health system. This morning I was 
made aware of some comments made by the Minister for Health that I hope he can clarify in his response to this 
motion. They relate to the glaring gaps that we have already seen in our hotel quarantine system that have put 
returned travellers and staff at risk. I understand that the Minister for Health said in a media conference today that 
the vaccination rate for hotel security guards is around 60 per cent. I would like some clarification on that. Under 
its watch, we have seen the McGowan Labor government certainly drag its feet in the management of hotel 
quarantine and in learning from other states to ensure that returned travellers and staff are safe. The opposition 
has been calling for mandatory vaccination for hotel quarantine staff. If the rate is that low, we would like the 
government to explain why it has dragged its feet on this issue and why such a lacklustre response has been given, 
when in New South Wales, for example, the vaccination rate for hotel quarantine workers was 100 per cent by the 
end of March. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Police! 

Ms L. METTAM: It is important to get that clarification on the record because it would be good to know what will 
be happening by the 10 May deadline when it was promised that all hotel quarantine workers would be vaccinated. 

The motion relates to our health and hospital system. As the Leader of the Opposition has stated, the health system 
is obviously in crisis. It is extremely disappointing that the Minister for Health has failed to acknowledge that, and 
the Premier has ignored that. We speak to this motion in support of our health workers who are overwhelmed. 
They are stretched and exhausted in a health system that is certainly under-resourced. We also speak on behalf of 
patients who feel let down by a health system in a state that is otherwise experiencing a resources boom and a record 
surplus. We also speak on behalf of families who have seen their family members unnecessarily suffer when they 
present to emergency departments as patients or when waiting for elective surgery—a significant result of the 
mismanagement of the hotel quarantine system. 

From the outset, the health crisis in our hospitals can be best explained by the record levels of ambulance ramping 
that we have seen in this state. In fact, a new record for ambulance ramping was reached in January this year, with 
4 111 hours of ambulance ramping recorded. When in opposition, our current Minister for Health described 
1 100 hours of ambulance ramping as a crisis level, yet in January 2021, we saw ambulance ramping levels reach 
more than 4 000 hours. Just recently, in the month of April, we saw over 2 700 hours of ambulance ramping, which 
is five times the April figure of the previous year. 

The Premier and the Minister for Health have been caught red-handed misleading the people of WA on ambulance 
ramping with a litany of excuses for it, such as ambulance cleaning, respiratory strains and the like. They have not 
only misled people about the real issues with ambulance ramping, but also tried to hide the available statistics from 
the public. It was certainly worthwhile and helpful that St John Ambulance provided this data and made it easily 
accessible online. During the first four months of 2021, we have already seen 14 000 hours of ambulance ramping. 
We also know that taxpayers now have to pay St John’s for every hour that ambulances are ramped. I would like 
some clarification from the Minister for Health about how much the first few months of ambulance ramping this 
year has cost the taxpayers of Western Australia, given that we have already seen 14 000 hours of ambulance 
ramping in the first four months of 2021.  

This represents a system in crisis. There is no other way of spinning it. Those comments are from not only the 
opposition, but also the broader health community. In fact, the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine WA 
chairman, Dr Peter Allely, said that doctors were not providing First World care to patients because there was no 
space in Western Australian hospitals. He likened emergency departments to refugee camps and said that people 
should not be ramping in one of the wealthiest states in one of the wealthiest countries in the world. Those 
comments are reflected by not only our health professionals, but also the public. We are often asked, and members 
will often hear comments on talkback radio about, why this is happening given the record revenues that we have 
in this state. It is insulting that the Minister for Health fails to acknowledge the crisis that we are seeing in our 
health system and that the government continues to deny that the health system is in crisis. 

There have also been a range of issues regarding code yellow emergencies. We have seen not only a record level 
of ambulance ramping in our hospitals, which has been often referred to as the canary in the coalmine when it comes 
to the real internal issues facing our hospital system, but also a record number of code yellow internal emergencies. 
I understand that there has been at least 17 in the last year. 

I refer to an article on 24 March of this year in which the Australian Medical Association’s WA president stated 
that emergency departments were being forced to “MacGyver their way out of” dangerous situations because of 
the burgeoning crisis in the state’s health system. He made those comments on a day when both Royal Perth Hospital 
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and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital were declaring code yellow internal emergencies, which means that their 
emergency departments were so full that they were unable to take in new patients. I quote from Dr Miller — 

“These may be people who are very, very sick, who might not have had long to live, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t deserve the dignity of a first-world health system.” 

He stated that he had no doubt that people had died because of the “breaking point” issues in the metropolitan 
health system as well. 

These are significant issues and there are also a lot of very sad stories surrounding the experiences that we are seeing 
from patients who are presenting to emergency departments. 
WAtoday’s Aja Styles wrote of a breastfeeding mother who was forced to spend an excruciating 13 hours in 
a wheelchair in a Perth emergency department with a 25-centimetre blood clot in her thigh. She was so shocked at 
how busy the staff were that she used a Zimmer frame to go to a woman who was calling for help from her hospital 
bed. The article states — 

In an email to Liam Bartlett’s Mornings, Pam Couglin described how her 92-year-old father recently 
spent 9.5 hours ramped in an ambulance after his doctor ordered him to go straight to hospital since an 
X-ray showed he had Bronchial Pneumonia. 
… 
“The paramedics, who we have nothing but praise for, advised us to go home as he will be ramped for at 
least 6–8 hours,” she said. 

This is certainly not good enough. This is certainly not what the taxpayers of Western Australia expect from our 
health system. Quite obviously, we are seeing a health system that is in crisis and in dire need of being resourced 
properly. It also reflects some significant systemic issues in our health system. 
Pointing to the month when we had those issues with the code yellow emergencies, we have seen a disgraceful figure 
of only 31 per cent of patients who were admitted to Royal Perth Hospital being seen within the four-hour period. 
That is an extraordinary figure. Royal Perth Hospital has the target to manage 90 per cent of its patients within four 
hours. For the month of March, 52 per cent of people attending the emergency department were treated within the 
first four-hour period, but 31 per cent of patients were admitted within that four-hour period as well, and that certainly 
falls well short of this government’s promise at the election that it would keep Western Australians safe and strong. 
I also point to the issues with elective surgery. We have seen elective surgery waitlists balloon out under the 
McGowan Labor government’s watch. The waitlists for elective surgery patients have grown 40 per cent, from nearly 
20 000 patients to over 28 000 patients since the McGowan government was first elected in 2017. King Edward 
Memorial Hospital for Women postponed non-urgent elective surgical cases over a two-week period during the 
April school holidays, which clearly illustrates a system under extreme stress and a government that would rather put 
its head in the sand than acknowledge that the health system is in crisis, with the flu season just around the corner. 
I have been in contact with a number of patients who have experienced the frustration of having elective surgery 
delayed. I note that the government delayed elective surgery for some category 2 and category 3 cases in response 
to COVID-19. I have spoken to a father, Trent Wearne, whose five-year-old son, Isaac, was scheduled for surgery 
last week at Perth Children’s Hospital, but in response to COVID restrictions, he has had his surgery delayed. 
I understand that the Department of Health has rescheduled that surgery for this Friday and I certainly hope that it 
goes ahead. The situation for Isaac Wearne is certainly very concerning. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: Because, Minister for Police, this young boy has been waiting two years for this surgery. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): We cannot really hear through the mask in any event, so I would desist. 
Mr P. Papalia: Acting Speaker, she mentioned my name. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I think you are now canvassing my ruling. Member, please proceed. 
Ms L. METTAM: I would at least hope that the Minister for Health takes this situation more seriously. Young Isaac 
has been waiting for over two years to have surgery for severe sleep apnoea, which means that he wakes 30 times 
every hour every night and falls asleep in the late afternoon after school because he is so exhausted. As I have stated, 
young Isaac Wearne has been waiting for two years for this surgery. It was delayed again last week in response to 
COVID restrictions. I understand that his surgery has now been rescheduled for this Friday and I certainly hope 
that that surgery goes ahead. But it does highlight the fact that when a government under-resources a health 
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department and when it allows an elective surgery waitlist to grow in such a manner, it has a significant impact on 
the lives of Western Australians. Quite obviously, Trent and Isaac and their family have witnessed something that 
no Western Australian should witness, and that is the significant challenges that not being able to have that very 
simple procedure has caused. 
I have touched on a number of things and I will allow the Minister for Health to provide a response before we get 
to question time, but, quite clearly, the McGowan government’s ministerial mismanagement and failure to invest 
in the health system has resulted in a situation of comprehensive blowouts in ambulance ramping, elective surgery 
waitlists and emergency wait times, and the list goes on. What really concerns me is that the flu season is around 
the corner. The government has had every chance to improve the health system in the last four years, yet the system 
has gone backwards, despite record iron ore revenues. Even if the Minister for Health could convince the Premier 
to provide desperately needed additional funds to support the health system, which the minister has been unable 
to achieve so far, it will take a very long time to attract and train staff and put in place the necessary beds and 
resources additional to those already committed to by the minister. The Minister for Health has heard us raise these 
issues before—not only the current opposition, but also the opposition in the previous Parliament. These issues 
are not new. They have been raised and well-versed by the Australian Nursing Federation, the Australian Medical 
Association and many constituents around this state who have experienced situations that illustrate the failures of 
a health system in crisis—in our emergency departments and hospitals. The minister has had every chance to get this 
right, yet we see ongoing issues in the Department of Health and a government that has failed to address the issue. 
It is clear for all to see that the minister has dropped the ball since making the commitment to make Western Australia 
safe and has shown grave errors in judgement and leadership, resulting in arguably the worst health crisis in the 
state’s history. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [1.41 pm]: I fully back the words of the Leader of the Opposition and Deputy Leader 
of the Liberal Party. Under the heading “Recommendations for optimised response and maintaining public 
trust”, The transparency report: Current status of WA Health’s COVID-19 response preparedness published in 
September 2020 states — 

… it is vitally important for the people of WA—and the strength of our overall community well-being and 
trust in the public sector—that WA’s health planning and response measures are transparent, proportionate 
and well-informed by the latest global data on disease prevalence and severity … 

Minister, we want transparency. We want to know what is going on, and it does not seem to be happening. I agree 
with the Leader of the Opposition that the Minister for Health has too many portfolios and needs to focus on Health. 
In 2016, when the minister was the opposition health spokesperson, he said that the health system was in tatters. 
I can assure the minister that ambulance ramping and the like is much worse now. I do not know the minister’s 
explanation, but it is quite concerning that the minister said that in 2016 and we are now in a much worse situation. 
As of today, there are 294 positions advertised vacant in Health WA, and 104 of those vacancies are in regional 
areas. I think the health minister was lulled into a false sense of security when everything closed down last year—
the hospitals were empty and the Department of Health did not think about employing people. There was no 
category 2 or 3 surgery, and now when all of a sudden everything has come back onstream, the health system does 
not have the employees to get the job done. As I said, there are 294 positions vacant in Health WA. I think there 
is an opportunity for the government to use its $4 billion surplus, which is coming up, to employ people in some 
of those positions and to pay them properly. 

I will add that, along with the member for Vasse, I have been contacted by several distraught families about the rule 
that fathers and partners cannot stay together after the birth of their babies. Obviously, from the minister’s attitude 
in question time yesterday, he is not that concerned about it. But I can assure the minister that much trauma is 
occurring over that rule and many of our constituents are very upset about it. I think that the minister needs to 
recognise this issue. The minister sent many thousands of people into the regions on the Anzac Day long weekend — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you have just walked between me and the member speaking. 

Ms L. Mettam: I apologise. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Fathers cannot see their partners or their babies but there was no problem sending thousands 
of people to the south west and further north and the like over the Anzac Day long weekend. 

Minister, I am really concerned that Andrew Miller has to come out and defended our doctors and nurses and that 
we still have empty COVID wards in our hospitals. Finally, when things are going well, we see the Premier and 
the health minister standing out front, as they did leading up to the election, but when things are not going well, 
the Chief Health Officer is wheeled out. The Chief Health Officer bears the brunt when things are not going well. 
It is about time that the government started tabling the health advice for all the people of WA to see. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 5 May 2021] 

 p195b-205a 
Ms Mia Davies; Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Vincent Catania; Dr Tony Buti; Acting Speaker; Mr 

Roger Cook 

 [10] 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [1.46 pm]: There are a few members left in this chamber who remember 
the old “Good News Geoff”. We are now seeing the Premier following his idol “Good News Geoff”, because when 
there is trouble, when there are problems with the health system or the government, “Good News Mark” is not 
there. Where is he? You look back and he has gone. I know that the Minister for Health looks back and says, 
“We better get the Chief Health Officer because the Premier is not here.” Under the Premier, this government is 
a one-trick pony. The government is full of rhetoric, but does not deal with the issues, such as the record number 
of code yellows in the last term of government that are continuing in this term and ambulance ramping that is at its 
highest point ever. We have a health crisis that “Good News Mark” and the Minister for Health fail to acknowledge. 
We have a mental health crisis in this state. Drug and alcohol systems in regional Western Australia are not working. 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service, which the health minister’s idol Jim McGinty called an interest group back in 
the day when he was health minister, is in crisis. We have a crisis when RFDS is having to pick up the lag of a failing 
health system in not only the metropolitan area, but also regional WA. We do not have nurses in Yalgoo and Cue, 
and sometimes in Mt Magnet, when we have people wandering out yonder. Those towns do not have a nurse to 
offer the basics for not only those communities, but also visitors and the transport industry on those major roads. 
In my electorate, Coral Bay is a tourism mecca, but it relies on volunteer ambos to pick up the slack and service 
visitors from the electorates of the Minister for Health and many other members in this chamber. 
There is no plan for COVID-19 lockdowns. We get 24 hours of misinformation—one coming from “Good News 
Mark”. Then we have the Minister for Health — 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Point of order! 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): It is all right; sit down, minister. I am aware of your point of order. 
Member, you have been around long enough. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: When the Premier only trots out to give good news, because he is following his idol 
Hon Geoff Gallop, and the Minister for Health is there, it sends the people of Western Australia mixed messages. 
It took 24 hours to get details on what people could do. 
There is no plan. This Labor government is swimming in money. This reminds me of when, prior to 2008, we heard 
a lot of talk but saw no action on the ground. This state government is not keeping pace with what is happening in 
this state, especially when it is blowing the boom and has $4 billion coming from the resources sector in the 
regions. That is providing an opportunity for this government to fix this ailing health system, which prior to 2008 was 
in the same position. The Minister for Health is following in the footsteps of his idol, Hon Jim McGinty, and the 
Premier is following in the footsteps of Geoff “Good News” Gallop, but when the pressure is on, he chops someone 
else out. Shame on you, Labor government, shame on you! Start spending that money that you are getting and put 
that $4 billion into the health system so that you can protect Western Australians. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [1.50 pm]: I thank everyone for their contributions—some 
of passion, some of ignorance. Nevertheless, I will take some time to deal with the range of issues that have just 
been discussed, even those that were sprayed by the member for North West Central. 
We have one of the best health systems in the world. In fact, we have one of the best in the country that has one of 
the best results in the world. Because we have such great doctors and nurses working in world-class facilities, we 
have some of the best emergency department times and performances in the country. That also goes for elective 
surgery and other aspects of our system. Take the emergency departments, for instance. We have a four-hour rule, 
with a Western Australia emergency access target of 74 per cent. That is the best result in the country, against an 
average of 69 per cent. When people get up and say that the system is failing, I think that it is a failure rate that 
many people in the rest of the country would love to have. In addition, we have one of the best median waiting times 
for elective surgery in the country. When we came to power, the elective surgery median wait time was 39 days; 
it is now 36. That improvement now sees us amongst the best in the country—the second best state, I think it is, 
for elective surgery waiting times. The member for Vasse quoted long about the length of the waitlist, but the length 
of the waitlist does not matter. What matters is the speed with which people get off that waitlist. Our median wait 
time is the second best in the country. This is something to be proud of. I thank the member for Vasse for raising 
these issues as it has given me the opportunity to talk about the great work of our doctors and nurses, who are doing 
an outstanding job on behalf of the community. 
It is true to say that we had to pause non-urgent category 2 and 3 operations through much of the lockdown. It is 
true to say that we also had to do that in just the last week. But because of the $36 million extra investment that we 
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made in the back end of 2020, we were able to catch up on all those people who had their operations postponed, to 
the point at which, in December last year, everyone who had to have their surgery rescheduled was able to be put 
on track. In fact, in terms of our over boundary wait percentages, they were at comparable levels to what they were 
before the COVID-19 outbreak. This is actually a success story for the Department of Health and for all our health 
service providers right across the state. They have done an outstanding job working overtime to make sure that we 
can catch up. I want to thank everyone who has done that work to make that happen. 
It is true to say that it is a system under pressure because of not only that catch up, which we had to do in the back 
end last year, but also the volume and acuity of those presentations, particularly in mental health. WA is no orphan 
in this; this is going on right around the country. I think I said in this place yesterday that I met with the state health 
ministers last Friday. Each talked about the very same problem—that when they came out of the COVID-19 crisis, 
there was a step change in the number of presentations to our emergency departments and hospital wards, and of 
that increased volume, the acuity was much higher and there was a much bigger proportion of acuity in mental 
health presentations. This is a demand pressure that all our hospitals around the country have to respond to. That 
is what we are doing; we are responding. 
Much has been made about the “crisis”, and whether what we have in Western Australia represents a crisis. Contrast 
that with my statements when we discussed ambulance ramping in those days when I was in opposition. There is 
a very big difference between ambulance ramping when I was in opposition and the situation we have at the moment. 
When I was talking about ambulance ramping in opposition, the Liberal–National government said, “We give up. 
We do not know what is going on with ambulance ramping.” It did not have the commitment, the capacity or the 
resolve to make sure that getting to patients more quickly and getting them better health outcomes was a priority. 
It was not. That is the difference we see here today. A crisis is a situation in which there is no plan. We have a plan 
and we have been working on it since the back end of 2020, looking at all the measures we need to put in place to 
make sure that we can respond to the demand pressures impacting our system at the moment. They are across a range 
of areas. Firstly, it comes down to emergency department expansion, making sure that we have greater capacity to 
meet all those patients that present to our EDs. Before the election, we had a program to expand our emergency 
departments right across Western Australia by 75 new beds or bays, including, I might add, the expansion of 
the Peel Health Campus ED—the first major redevelopment of the Peel hospital development since, as the member 
for North West Central said, my idol, Jim McGinty, was the Minister for Health. Nothing was done at Peel during 
the Barnett government years. Nothing was done! What we were able to do at the same time as expanding that ED 
was to announce a $150 million redevelopment of that hospital as part of our commitment to the people in the Peel 
and Mandurah area. 
In addition, we will bring all the privatised services at the Peel hospital back in-house so that we can make sure 
that the hospital is integrated into our health system and will continue to make us proud into the future. No-one 
else has made that sort of commitment to Peel hospital, but no other government has made such a commitment to 
expanding our EDs. Following the election, once we build in the commitments made by the Labor Party in the election 
campaign, we will expand the number of bays and beds in our EDs by 95. There will be an increase of 12 bays or 
beds at Joondalup Health Campus, which is happening as we speak; a $19 million upgrade to the ED at Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital; a 10-bed mental health emergency care centre at Rockingham General Hospital; an extra nine 
beds as part of the mental health emergency care centre at Armadale Health Service; and a range of other hospital 
upgrades in our EDs. 
Of course, as everyone knows, an ED is only as good as the patient flow that backs it up. That is the reason why we 
put so much focus on expanding the number of beds in WA hospitals. Members are all familiar with WA Labor’s 
commitment to our hospital expansion program that will see a further 300 beds developed as part of the big growth 
in the number of beds at Peel, Joondalup and other hospitals. In addition, we are bringing in an extra 117 beds to 
make sure that we have better patient flow in our hospitals. 
I have just come from Royal Perth Hospital, where we announced the opening of the first 26 of those beds as part 
of Royal Perth’s contribution to the 117-bed expansion. It includes an extra 10 beds at Osborne Park Hospital, 
which have opened; an extra 23 beds at Fremantle Hospital, which opened just this week; and an extra 10 beds at 
St John of God Hospital in Mt Lawley, which will soon open. Another ward will open at Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital in July, bringing the total to 117 extra beds, which will obviously make a big difference. We are working 
on that at the moment. We hope that we will see less pressure on our emergency departments and that we will see 
our transfers of care rates increase and our ambulance ramping times come down, which we can see only because 
of the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to transparency. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I am wondering how pleased the Leader of the Opposition is to see the member for North West 
Central back here! I really wonder. I can imagine that on election night she would have been thinking, “Poor old 
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member for North West Central, he’s gone; but at least the member for Warren–Blackwood is still with us”, only 
to find, to her shock, dismay and disappointment, the situation was reversed. The person who did the heavy lifting 
in the Nationals, the member for Warren–Blackwood, is no longer with us and has been replaced by an amazing, 
wonderful new member of the McGowan Labor team, Jane Kelsbie. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 215.] 
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